Magnetic resonance imaging: generating a new pulse in the physical therapy profession.
The ability to refer for diagnostic tests is particularly relevant to the topic of this special issue on magnetic resonance imaging (MRI). As a doctoring profession, one could argue that the ability to refer a patient for MRI (and other imaging applications) must be available to the direct-access physical therapist. Though the prescription for and use of MRI has not typically been considered within the scope of physical therapist practice, this may be the perfect time to challenge the obstacles precluding the obtainment of such diagnostic privileges and to specifically provide perspective on why and how such a specialized privilege could positively impact the provision of physical therapy services and patient outcomes. An expected obligation of such autonomy, however, is accountability. Is our entire profession adequately prepared to accept the role of, or the responsibilities associated with, referral for imaging privileges?